
--

synopsis 

Synopsis of Federal Trade ComrniBsion 
Decisions Concerning Labeling, 

Invoicing and Advertising of· Fur Products 

The following practices, among others, concerning label
ng, invoicing an d ad vertising of furs or fur products are 
eceptiv e or unfair an d are un l awf ul under the P ur Products 

Labe ling Act and S e cti on S(a) (1) of the Fed er al ~ra~~ 
-c,;;1mission Act: 

La be ling 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to falsely 
vr deceptively label or identify any fur product or for 
the label requi re d by the Fur Products Labeling Act affixed 

o such fur product to contain any form of deception or 
isrepresentation, directly or by implication, including 

but not 1 imi ted to: falsely id en ti f y ing the naJOe.( s) of the 
- nimal(s) that produced the fur~ · labeling fur products 
ith fictitibus prices or price representations~ falsely 

~abeling fur p~oducts as "natural"; and falsely labeling 
fur products as "original n. _!/ 

It is an unfair or ueceptive act or practice to tail to 
affix to any fur product a label showing in words plainly 

2gible the narne(s)° .{as set forth in the Fur Products Name 
u ide issued by the Feder al Trade Commission) of the animal_( s) 

that produced the fur.l/ 

:::..I Samuel A. Mannis an d Company, 56 FTC 833 (1960), 293 
F.2d 774 (1961); I. Rubin, Inc., e ·t al., 54 FTC 1:2(2 
(1958); B. ,-:ollman & Bros. r Inc., et al-, 63 nc· 16l7 
(1963); Edqar Gevirtz trading as Regal Fur~, 61 F'TC 
7 4 ( 1 9 6 2 ) ; Amer i can DE b Fur s , Inc • , e t a 1 • , 5 6 FTC 
1275 (1960); Jacgues De Gorter, et al., tradinq as , 
Pelta Fllrs, 52 F'rC 1307 {1956), 244 F.2d 270 {1951); 
Associated Dry Goods Co~poration, et al, 56 FTC 638 
(1959). 

::./ Mandel Brothers, Inc., 54 FTC 50 (195-7); 25.& F.2d 18 
( l 9 S 8 ) , 3 5 9 U • S. 3 8 5 (19 5 9 ) , 5 6 FTC 3 5 S ( 19 5 9 ) ; Brooklyn 
Fashion Center, Inc., et al., 56 FTC 535 (1959); Samuel 
A. Mannis and Company, suora; Edgar Gevirtz tra~ing as 
Regal Furs, suora; I. Rubin, Inc., et al., supra. 
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It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to fail 
~.., affix to any fur product a label showing in wor·as plainly 
: ~gible that the fur product contains or- is composed of 
use d or second-hand used fur, when that is the fact..l/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to fail to 
'fix to any fur product a label showing in words plainly 

leg icle that the fur product cont..3.ins bleached, dyed or 
{ ·:~erwise artificially colored for, wh e n that is the fact._!/ 

It is an unfair or aeceptive act or practice to fail to 
~ffix to any fur product a lubel showing in words plainly 
'. ~gible that the fur product is composed in whole or in sub
!:- .:.antial part of paws, tails, bellie?, or waste fur, when that 
is the fact._?/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive ac·t or practice to fail 
to affix to any fur product a label showing in words pla~nly 
J~gible the name, _or other · identification issued and regis-
1 ~ea by the Commission, of one or more of the persons who 
Ti.dT)Ufacture such product for introaact:ion int.o commerce, in-· 
tiQduce it into commerce, a~vertise, offer it for sale, sell, 
':_~nsport. or distribute it in commerce •.§/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to fail to 
-~fix to any fur product a label_ showing in words plainly 

!gible the name of th~ country of origin of any i mported furs 
used in the fur product.l/ 

Kittv Lef1n tradinq as Kitty Lefin Fur House, 
56 FTC 1189 (1960). 

, 1 Mandel Brothers, Inc., suora; I. Rubin, Inc. r et a-1., 
suora; B. Wollman & 3ros., Inc., et a.l., supra. 

' 
: I Hoving Corooration, 57 FTC 690 (1960), 290 F.2d 803 (1961). 

Samuel A. Mannis and Comoany, suora~ Edgar Gevirtz trading 
cs ~eaal Furs, suora; American Deb Furs, Inc., et al., 
suora; Kitty Lefin trading as Kitty Lefin Fur House, 
supra. 

'Mandel Brothers, Inc., supra; Brookivn Fashion Center, 
Inc.r et al., suEra; I. Rubin, Inc., et al., su-ora; 
Kitty Lefin trac31ng as Kitty Lefin Fur House, supra. 
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It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to s e t 
forth on a label affixed to a fur p[oduct the narne(s) of 
a ny animal(s) other than the name(s) provided for in the 
Fur Products Name Guide issued by the Federal Trade Corr.mission._?_/ 

It is un unfair or d e ceptive act or practice to f a il to 
set for t h t he infor mation r e quired by the Fur Pr od uct s La b e l
ing Act and the rules ~nd regulations promulgated th e r e un d e r 
on o ne side of a l a b~l a ff i xe d to a f ur p rod uct, or to mingle 
required info r mation with non-required information.1/ 

It is an unfair or dec e ptive act or p~acti~e for the in 
for mat i on requir e d on a l a bel by the Fur Products Labeling Ac t 
and the rules and r egulations promulgated thereunder to be set 
forth in h andwriting, by the use of abbreviations or ditto 
marks, and to fail to set forth such required information in 
t he sequence required by Rule 30 of said rules an5 
r e g u1 a t ions . lQ_/ 

~/ Broo klyn Fashion Cen~er, Inc., et al., suora; Jacques 
De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta Furs, supra. 

11 Ben Cohen trading ~s Benton Furs, 54 FTC 2 03 (1957); 
Brookl vn Fa s hion Ce n:er, Inc., et al., su p ra; Associated 
Dry Goods Corooration, et al., suer~; Samuel A. Mannis 
and Compa ny, supra; Harry Graff & Son, Inc., et al., . 
56 FTC 92 (1959); Maurice Ball trading as Maurice Ball 
Furs, 54 FTC 436 (1957)_: Edgar Gevirtz trading as Regal 
Furs, supra; The Hiobe e Corr:pany, 55 FTC l921 (l959); 
I. Rubin, Inc., et al., suoi.-a; American Deb Furs, Inc., 
et al., suora; Jacques De Gorter, et al . , trading a~ 
Pelta Furs, supra; Hoving Corporation, supra. · 

10/ Samuel A. Mannis and Compan~, supra; B. Wollman & Bros., 
Inc., supra; Mandel Brothers, Inc., suora; The Higbee 
Corr.~~, supra; Ben Cohen .trading as Benton Furs, supra; 
I. Rubin, Inc., et al., suora; Edgar Gev1rtz trading 
as Reqal Furs, supra; Maurice Ball tcadinq · as Maurice 
Ball Furs, supra; Jacaues De Gorte~, et al., trading 
as Pelta Furs, suora; Kitty Lefin trading as Kitty 

. Lefin Fur House, suora; Associated Dry Goods Corporation, 
et al., suora; Brooklyn Fashion Center, Inc., et al., 
supra. 
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It is an unfair or deceptive act· or practice to fail 
to assign an item number or mark to fur-pcoduc~(s) and 
to fail to place said item number or mark on the label(s) 
affixed to such fu.c pcoduct(s) in the manner prescribed 
by rule 40 of the rules and regulations promulgated under 
tbe Fur Products Labeling Act.11/ 

It is an unfair or dece2tive act or practice to remove or 
;r,util 2.te , or to cause ar participa·te in the removal o.r 
rnut.ilat.i o n of, orior to the time any fur product is sold and 
deliver e d to th~ ultimate consumer, any label ceguired by t he 
Fur ?rcducts Labeling Act to be affixed to such fur 
product._!l/ 

Invoicing 

It is an unfair or dec~ptive act or practice to fail 
to invoice any fur or fur product so as to show the name(s) 
as set forth in the Fur Products Name Guide issued by the 
Federal Trade Commission of _the animal(s) that produced 
the fur.]:]/ ' · 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to -fail to 
invoice any fur product to show that the fur product contains 
or is composed of bleach~d, dyed, or other wi se artificially 
colored fur, when that is the fact.14/ 

lJ:./ Ben Cohen tradino as Benton Furs, supra. 

Maurice Ball trading as Maurice Ball Furs~ supra1 
Kitty Lefin trading as Kitty Lefin Fur House, supra~ 
Mand e 1 Br o the r s , Inc . , s u or a ·; Ed ga r Ge-v i r t.z tr acl ing as 
Reaal Furs, suora; I. Rubin, Inc., et al., supra; The 
Hiobee Comoanv, suora. 

14/ MQnael Brothers, Inc., suora; Hoving Corporation, suora; 
Maurice Ball trading as Mau.rice Ball Furs, suora; Edgar 
Gev1rtz tradino as ~eoal Furs, suora; I. Rubin, Inc., 
et al., supra; B. Wollman & Bees., Inc., et al., suora; 
American Deb Furs, Inc., et al., - supra. 
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It is an unfair or aeceptive act or practice to fail 
to invoice any fur produ~t to ~how ~hat the fur product .. 
is composed in whole or 1n substa~t1al part of paws, ta1ls, 
bellies, or waste fur, when that 1s the fac _t.~/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to fail to 
invoice any fur or fur product to show the name and add ress 
of the person or firm issuing such invoice.16/ 

It is ·a n unfair or deceptive act ·or practice to fail to 
invoice an y fur or fur product to s~ow the nam e of the ·coun tr y 
of orig in of irnpo r t e d furs o~ those contained in a fur · 
proau~t.17/ 

It is a n unfair or deceptive act or practice for the 
invoice relating t o a ny -fur or fur pcoduct to contain the 
name (s) of any a~imal(s) other than the narne(s) specified in 
the Fur Products Name Guide issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission.18/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice f~r the 
invoice relating to any fur or fur product to contain any forre 
of misrepresentation or deception, directly or by implication, 
with respect · to such fur or fur product, including but not 
l i mited to: invoicing furs or fur products with fictitious 
prices or fictitious price representations; and invoicing furs 

15/ Hoving Corporation, supra; t'.aurice Ball tcading as Maurice 
Ball Furs, supra. 

16/ Mundel Brothers, Inc., suoca. 

17 / Rudolph Mendiola trading as Wholesale Fur -House, 56 
FTC 1265 (1960); Maurice Ball tradinq as Maurice Ball 
Furs; '"suora; I. Rubin, Inc., et al., suora; Americ a n 
Deb Furs, Inc., et al., supra; Leviant Brothers, Inc., 
etal., 56 FTC 120 (1959); Kitty Lefin trading as 
Kitty Lefin Fur House, supra. 

_E_d~g~a_1_·_G_e_v_i_r_t_z__t_r_a_d_i_n~g,.__a_s_ R_e~g~a_l__F_u_r_s, suora; · American 
Deb Furs, I nc., et al., supra; Ben Cohen trading as 
Benton Furs, suora; _J_a_c_g_u_e_s__D_e_G_o_r_t_e_r~,_e_t..;;.__~_1_·.;....:...,_t_r_a_d_i_n_._q 
as Pelta Furs, suora. 
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or fur products so as to show that such furs or fur pcoducts 
are "natural" when that is not the fact:19/ 

It is an urrfaic or deceptive ;ct or practic~ to set 
forth on an invoice the information required by the Fur 
Products Labeling Act and the rules and regulations pcomul
gated thereunder by the use of abbreviations~20/ 

It is an unfair o.c aeceptiv-e a.ct o:r practice to fail to 
··essign an item number or mark to fur- product(s) and to fail to 
ciisclose said item number or m.a.rk· on invoices relating to such 
fur product(s) in · the manner prescribed by rule ·40 o~ the 
rules and r-egulations pc-ornulgated under the Fu.r Products La
beling Act.21/ 

Advertising_ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice for any 
advertisement, invoice, repres~ntation, public announcement 
or notice which is intended to aid, promote, oc assist 
directly or indirectly in the sale or offering foe sale 
o f a fur or fur pr oau c t to fa i 1 ·to show the name ( s ) ( as 
set forth in the Fuc Proaucts Name Guide issued by the 
Federal Trade Co~~ission) of the anirnal(s) that produced 
the fu~.22/ 

_u/ Harry Graff & Son, Inc., et al., suora; Irv i ng C. Katz 
Co., Inc., et al., 56 FTC 103 (1959); Kolorner Bros., 
Inc., et al., 56 FTC 113 (1959); B. Wollman & Bros., 
I n c . , e t al . , s u or a : Ame c i ca n De b Fu r s , Inc . , e t a 1 . , 
suora; Leviant Brothers, Inc., et al., supra. 

I. ~ubin, Inc., et al., suoca; B. Wollman & 3ros., Inc., 
et al., suora; Edaar Gevirtz trading as Regal Furs, 
suora; The Higbee Co~2any, suora; 3en Cohen trading 
as Benton Furs, suora; American Deb Furs, Inc., et al., 
supra; Jacques De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta . 
Furs, suora. 

21/ I. Rubin, Inc., et al., suora; .Jaccues De Goe ter, 
et al., trading as Pelta Furs, suora. 

Brooklvn Fashion Center, Inc., et 31., supra; Hoving 
Corporation, suora; Edqar Gevirtz trading as Regal 
~' suoca; The Hiabe-e Campa~, suo·ra; I. Rubin, Inc., 
et al., supra; B. Wollman & Bros., Inc., et al., supra; 
Kitty Lef1n tcad1ng as K1tty Lefin Fur House, supra: 
Jacoues De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta Furs, supra. 
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It is an unfair or deceptive act · or pr~ctice for any 
..·JvC'rtisement, invoice, represen~ation, .public anno~ncement 
r notice which is intenaed to aid, promote, or assist 
irectly or indirectly in the sale .or offering for sale 

rr any fur product to fail to show that the fur product 
,•,, ntains used or second-hand .used fur ·, when that is the 

:Ct. 23/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice for any ad
' rtisement, invoice, repr ese ntation, public 2nnounce~ent or 
r tice ~hich is intende d to aid, promote, or assist directly 
er ind irectly in the sale or offering for sale of any fur 
; ,-- o-:lu ct to fail to show that the fur product is ·ble ached, 
& ea, or otherwise artificially colored fur, when that is the 
:"a ct .l_!/ 

. It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice for any ad
;L :tisement, invoice, representation, public announcement or 
~otice which is intended to aid, promote, or assist directly 
i 1 indirectly in the sale or offering for sale of a fur 
ir · 1duct to fail to show that the fur product is composed in 
:hole or in substantial part of paws, tails, bellies or waste 
~~, when that . is ~he fact.25/ · 

•It is an unfair or aeceptive act or practice for any ad
er tisement, invoice, representation, public announ ce ment, or 
o ice~which is intenaea to· aid, promote, or assist directly 
- indirectly in the sale or offering for sale of a fur 

Samuel A. Mannis · and Corr.oany, supra; Kitty Lef in trading 
as Kitty Lefin Fur House, suora. 

Brooklyn Fashion Center, Inc., et al., suora; Hoving 
Corporation, suora; The Hiqbee Company, supra; I. Rubin, 
Inc., et al., supra; 9. Wollman & Bros., Inc., et al., 
supra; Jacoues De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta. 
Furs, suora; Kitty Lefin trading as Kitty Lefin Fur 
House, supra. 

/ Hoving Corooration, supra. 
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·~roduct to contain the name(s) of any animal(s) other than the 
narne(s) specified in the Fur Products Name Guide issued by the 
Federal Trade Commission.1.§./ 

It is an unfair or decepti~e act o~ practice for any ad
ve rtisement, invoice, representation, public announcernerrt, or 
notice which is intended to aid, promote, o·r assist directly 
or indirectly in the sale or offering fo·c sale o-f a fur 
□ coduct to contain any form of misr epresentation or deception, 
a irectly or by impl~cation, with respect to such fur product, 
including but not 1 im i tcd to-: using the woe d "orig i-nal 11 to 
cescribe a fur product as being exclusively designed when that 
is not the fact; advertising fur products with fictitious 
pr ices or fictitious price representations; representing that 
fur products offered for sale are those of a manufacturer and 
jobber willing to sacrifice his stock foe immediate cash when 
that is not the fact; using t.he word "guaranteed" in an· adver
tisement without disclosing the nature and extent of the guac
antee; and representing in advertising that there are thousands 
of furs to choose from when that is not the fact. 27/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to falsely 
advertise a fur or fur product as being offered for sale at 
the wholesale price or at manufacturers' cost or less, or to 
advertise a fur or fur product at prices purported to be re-

· duced from what are in fact fictitious prices or at a purported 

Broo~lvn Fashion Center, Inc., et al., suora; Hoving 
Corporation, suora~ Maurice Ball trading as Maurice 
Ball Furs, supra; Edgar Gevirtz trading as Regal Furs, 
suura; The Hiobee Company, supra; B. Wollman & Bros., 
Inc., et al., supra; Jacques De Gorter, et al., trading 
as Pelta Furs, supra. 

27/ Samuel A. Mannis and Company, suora; Maurice Ball trading 
as Maurice Ball Furs, supra; Edgar ~evirtz trading as 
Regal Furs, suora; Irving C. Katz Co., Inc., et al., 
supra; Kolomer Bros., Inc., et al., suoca; B. i~ollman &: 
Bros., Inc., et al., suora; Harry Graff & Son, Inc., 
et al., suora; Jacques De Gorter, et al., trading as 
Pelta Furs, supra; Leviant Brothers, Inc., et al., 
supra. 
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reduction in price when such pu~ported reduction ts in fact 
fictitious.28/ 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to advertise 
a fur p[oduct with comparative prices and percentage savings 
claims (except on the basis of current market values) unl~ss 
the time during wh ich the fur product was offered for sale 
at such co~pared price is disclosed.~/ 

It is an unfair or dec e ptive act or practice to make 
pricing claims or representations in advectjsing of the types 
describe.a in rule 44, §§(a), (b), (c) and (d) of the rules and 
regulations promulgated under the Fur Products Labeling Act 
without maintaining full and adequate records disclosing the 
facts uoon which such claims or representations are based.30/ 

~ . -. 

It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice for any ad
vertisement, invoic-2, repcesentation, public announcement or 
notice which is intended to aid, promote, or assist directly 
or indirectly in the sale or offering for sale of any fur 
product to fail to show the name of the country of origin of 
any imported furs contained· in · such fur pro_duct.31/ 

28/ Mandel Brothers, Ihc., supra; SaJTiuel A. Mannis, and Co:r::::>any, 
supra; Maurice .3all trading as Maurice Ball Furs, suora; 
Irving C. Katz Co., Inc., et al., supr:-a; I. Rubin, 
Inc., et al., suora; B. Wollman & Bros., Inc., et al., 
suora; Edqar Gevirtz trading as Regal Furs, supra; 
Ben Cohen tradi~g as Benton Furs, supra; Kolomer Bros., 
Inc., et al., suora; Leviant Brothers, Inc., et al., 
suora; Jacques De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta 
Furs, suora. 

~/ Associated Dry Goods Corporation, et al., suura; 
Jacques De Gorter, et al., trad1ng as Pel ta Furs, 
suora. 

lQ_/ Ma n ae 1 Br o the r s , In c • , sup r a ; . 5 a rnu el A • Mann i s ana 
Comoany, suora; I. Rubin, Inc., et al., suora; B. Wollman 
& Bros., Inc., et al., ~~i- Edgar Gevirtz trading 
as Regal Furs, suora; Leviant Brothers, Inc., et al., 
supra; Jacaues De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta 
Furs, supra. 

Brooklyn Fashlon Center, Inc., et al., supra; Hoving 
Corporation, su~)ra; B. wollman & Bros., Inc., et a·l., 
suora; Jacques De Gorter, et al., trading as Pelta 
Furs, supra. 
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.. 
It is an unfair or deceptive act or practice to set 

facth in any advertisement, invoice, representation, public 
~nnouncernent or notice which is intended to aid, promote, 
or assist directly or indirectly in the sale or offering 
foe sale of any fur product the inforrr.ation required by 
the Fur Products Labeling Act and the rules and regulations 
oromulgated thereunder by the use of abbreviations or ditto 
~arks, and to fail to set forth such required information 
in close proximity with othe.r such required information 
and ·, if printed, in l egible and conspicuous type of equal 

' size.w 

False Guaranty_ 

It is an unfair or aeceptive act or practice to fur
nish a false guaranty that a fur product is not misbranded 
or that it is not falsely advertised or invoiced under 
the provisions of the Fur Products L~beling Act.33/ 

_gJ Sc1muel A. Mannis and Corr.pa ny, supra; B. Wo 11 man & Bros. , 
Inc., et al., suora; Kitty Lefin trading as Kitty Lefin 
Fur House"-;supra. 

}.l._/ Harry Graff & Son, Inc., et al., supra; Irving C. Katz 
Co., Inc., et al., suora; Leviant Brothers, Inc., et al., 
supra. 
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